
 

The Link  

this regional trade asso-

ciation. EAFCAôs ex-

panded membership now  

spans from the Atlantic to 

the Indian Ocean.  

ñThis is a great move to-

wards accepting more 

countries into EAFCA and 

a milestone for this body. 

DRC is a giant in terms of 

available arable land -

700,000 square kilometres 

of prime unutilized land- 

and considering that con-

sumption is expected to 

outstrip production this 

would be a major boost to 

plug the gap,ò said 

Etienne Delbar, the Chair-

man of EAFCA Kenya 

Chapter. 

 

Mr Delbar said delegates 

from Cameroon, Gabon 

and Togo attended the 

conference and expressed 

hope that they would join 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Eastern African Fine 

Coffees Associationôs an-

nual coffee conference, 

the largest coffee confer-

ence in Africa, brought 

together over 700 dele-

gates from all parts the 

world. The EAFCA confer-

ence was held from Feb-

ruary 11-13 in Mombasa, 

Kenya.  

This was EAFCAôs 7th 

conference, and it was a 

significant boost for the 

industry in the region, 

enabling coffee producers, 

researchers, marketers 

and buyers to exchange 

fresh ideas on the future 

of the commodityôs multi-

billion dollar market.  

The conference which 

was officially opened by 

the Kenyan Minister for 

Agriculture William Ruto 

also helped renew interest 

from the traditional coffee 

markets such as the 

United States and Europe 

but also emerging markets 

such as Japan, and 

China.  

Speakers, including re-

searchers, brought new 

insights in areas such as 

the effects of climate 

change on coffee, fertiliza-

tion and financing. It was 

a big boon for coffee farm-

ers, 140 of whom joined 

delegates at the Sarova 

Whitesands hotel. Other 

issues such as logistics 

and marketing which have 

been key shortcomings in 

the coffee sector were 

covered extensively, with 

speakers seeking to offer 

solutions. 

EAFCAôs Executive Direc-

tor Philip Gitao said the 

conference was the most 

successful since the ten-

year old body kicked the 

coffee stakeholdersô con-

ferences seven years ago. 

ñWe have managed to 

bring about 700 minds in 

the coffee industry to-

gether, tackling diverse 

issues such as coffee pro-

duction, transport, roast-

ing and marketing. They 

also shared ideas and 

established important net-

works that will help this 

industry,ò said Mr. Gitao. 

A highlight of the confer-

ence was the entry of the 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) to the 

EAFCA family, making it 

the 11th country to join 
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Movement of products from surplus to 

deficit regions within East Africa is still 

limited because of restrictive policies 

motivated by food security concerns. 

Currently, there is a lack of credible 

information on available food stocks. 

Countries plan according to what is 

available within their borders, instead of 

looking at regional food availability.  

According to Constantine Kandie, the 

Executive Director of the COMPETEï 

supported Eastern Africa Grain Council 

(EAGC), the EAC and COMESA re-

gions, ñhave proven tradable surplus in 

products such as maize, rice and 

beans. The region also has potential for 

producing tradable surplus for other 

cereals. Despite this reality the region 

remains a net importer from extra-

regional sources.ò  

National policies on export/import re-

strictions, seasonal pricing and market-

ing controls distort production and limit 

investment in the value chains, and 

perpetuate food shortages. Information 

on regional food availability is critical in 

helping countries within the EAC and 

COMESA blocs combat food insecurity 

through trade. A true picture of the food 

COMPETE Introduces the Regional Food Balance 
Sheet: A New Tool to Monitor Regional Food Stocks  

USAID COMPETE has brought to-

gether representatives of commodity 

exchanges throughout Africa for the 

first meeting of the African Commodity 

Exchanges Forum. The African Com-

modity Exchanges Forum was officially 

launched in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 

February 25th, with representatives 

drawn from 13 African exchanges and 

exchange start-up initiatives from 

Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia, 

Malawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Su-

dan, Nigeria, Ghana, and Ethiopia, and 

representat ives f rom COMESA 

(Common Market for Eastern and 

Southern Africa), and UNCTAD (United 

African Commodity Exchanges Organization 
Launched in Addis Ababa  

ñThis will be used as pillars to address 

food security in the region as well as 

work as a foundation for development of 

a regional trade policy framework for 

structured trading systems,ò she said.  

The Regional Food Balance Sheet is an 

extension of the national food balance 

sheets and focuses on key staples - 

maize, rice, wheat, millet, sorghum, and 

beans - in eight countries in the region 

(Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, 

Ethiopia, Rwanda, Malawi, and Zambia).  

The new Regional Food Balance Sheet 

will help in formulating policies to support 

structured trading systems and will put a 

stop to ad-hoc import and export restric-

tions that have not added any value in 

the effort to have long-term food security 

and have severely restricted intra-

regional trade.  

Nations Conference for Trade and Devel-

opment), as well as participation from the 

Eastern Africa Grain Council. 

The guiding vision of the organization is 

ñto foster the establishment and growth of 

commodity exchanges in Africaò Its spe-

cific objectives are to promote mutual 

learning and knowledge sharing, to en-

hance capacity building, and to engage in 

policy advocacy.  

At this initial meeting, the members 

unanimously voted Dr. Eleni Gabre-

Madhin, CEO of the Ethiopia Commodity 

Exchange (ECX,) as first chair of the Afri-

can Commodity Exchanges Forum. It is 

expected that the Forum secretariat will 

be set up within one month. Chairman-

ship will be for a period of two years and 

will rotate among the members. 

of the food situation could be provided if 

governments looked at the issue from a 

regional perspective. ñWe have also in-

volved the Common Market for East and 

Southern Africa and the East Africa Com-

munity as we seek to build a regional 

food balance sheet that presents a com-

prehensive picture of the pattern of the 

regionôs food supply for specific periods,ñ 

said Ms. Kandie. 

Dr. Eleni Gabre-Madhin, CEO of the Ethio-

pian Commodity Exchange and current Chair 

of the new African Commodity Exchange . 


